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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re the Application of 
Michael H. SCHMITT 

Application No. : New U.S. Patent Application 

Filed: January 30, 2002 Docket No.: 111225 

For: PROCEDURE FOR REMOVING A WATER-INSOLUBLE FINISH FROM ARAMIDE 
FIBERS 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington, D. C. 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to initial examination, please amend the above-identified application as follows: 
IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

Please replace paragraph [0040] as follows: 

[0040] Example 3 is repeated, except that an x-butyrolactone/water mixture is used 
instead of pure DMSO, wherein the concentration of x-butyrolactone in water ranges from 
about 30 to about 100 %w/w. The swelling value measures < 40 %. 
IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please replace claim 37 as follows: 

37. (Amended) A process for forming a material, comprising removing a 
water-insoluble finish from ar amide fibers in accordance with the procedure of claim 1 to 
derive treated aramide fibers, and subsequently forming the treated aramide fibers into pulp 
or into a mixture with other fibers of synthetic or natural origin. 
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REMARKS 



Claims 1-38 are pending. By this Preliminary Amendment, the specification is 
amended to include "about" before two numerical values of Example 5 and claim 37 is 
amended to correct a typographical error. No new matter is added by this Preliminary 
Amendment. 

The attached Appendix includes a marked-up copy of each rewritten paragraph (37 
C.F.R. §1.121(b)(l)(iii)) and claim (37 C.F.R. §1.121(c)(l)(ii)). 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, Applicant submits that this 
application is in condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance of 
claims 1-38 are earnestly solicited. 

Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to 
place this application in better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact 
Applicant's undersigned representative at the telephone number listed below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




William P. Berridge 
Registration No. 30,024 



David M. Lafkas 
Registration No. P-50,424 
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APPENDIX 

Changes to Specification: 

The following is a marked-up version of the amended paragraph: 

[0040] Example 3 is repeated, except that an x-butyrolactone/water mixture is used 

instead of pure DMSO, wherein the concentration of x-butyrolactone in water ranges from 

about 30 to about 100 %w/w. The swelling value measures < 40 %. 

Changes to Claims: 

The following is a marked-up version of the amended claim: 

37. (Amended) A process for forming a material, comprising removing a 

water-insoluble finish from aramide fibers in accordance with the procedure of claim 1 to 

derive treated aramide fibers, and subsequently forming the treated aramide fibers into pulp 

or into a mixture with other fibers er of synthetic or natural origin. 



